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Table 1. Supplementary Material Overview.

Section Content

A. Implementation Details.
B. Practical Inference Speed.
C. Additional Ablation study.
D. Additional Qualitative Analysis.
E. Additional Visualization of TSQ Embeddings.

A Implementation Details

Here we provide some implementation details of TSQNet. We use MobileNetv2
and EfficientNet-B0 as the video encoder in VQM and object recognizer in TQM,
respectively. For video encoder in TQM, we use the ImageNet pre-trained model
and finetuned it on target datasets e.g., ActivityNet, etc., for 10 epochs. And
for Object recognizer, we directly use the officially released ImageNet model to
extract object score of the ImageNet 1000 classes. We use positional embedding
on frame sequence in transformer decoder to model temporal order information.

Next, we introduce how we obtain visual prototype based representation
for visual TSQ embeddings initialization. First we apply a classifier to get the
classification results for each frame. Then we select the top m percent of frames
which can correctly predict the ground truth video category, which are then
averaged to obtain the representation of each video. Finally, we pool all the
video representations of each category to get the prototype representation of
each category. We use m = 30 for all experiments in this paper.

Finally, we describe in detail how to fuse the VQM and TQM salient scores
into the final saliency measurement. Suppose we have the VQM salient scores
Sv ∈ RT and TQM salient scores St ∈ RT of one video. We join the top saliency
score frames from two modalities to get final K salient frames. Specifically, the
number of selected frames from two modalities are determined by λvK and λtK,
respectively, where λv+λt = 1. For example of selecting 5 frames from 16 frames
with λv = 0.6 situation, we select top 5 × 0.6 = 3 frames from VQM and top
5− 3 = 2 ones are from TQM. And if there exists duplication, which results in
a final result of less than 5 frames, the selection will be deferred in the VQM
according to the descending order of Sv until meeting the 5-frame budget. We
use λv = 0.6 and λt = 0.4 in experiments.



2 Boyang Xia∗, Zhihao Wang∗, Wenhao Wu, Haoran Wang, Jungong Han

B Practical Inference Speed

To further verify the practical efficiency of our method, we compare the infer-
ence speed with two state-of-the-art methods FrameExit [1] and AdaFocus [2] on
ActivityNet. FrameExit [1] reduce computation cost by early stopping in tem-
poral sequential prediction. AdaFocus [2] suppose that the existing methods are
spatially redundant, so it only selects salient areas to classify for each frames.
We test the speed of two methods by running the official code released by the
authors. We evaluate the inference speed of all methods on a NVIDIA 3090 GPU
with Intel(R) Xeon(R) CPU E5-2650 v3 @ 2.30GHz CPU. Results in two dif-
ferent settings with batch size of 1 and 32 are reported. Note that FrameExit
[1] exits from recognition at different time for different videos, so it cannot in-
ference in batch setting, which we only report the latency with batch size = 1
here. Experimental results in Table 2 show that our method not only saves much
theoretical computation complexity but also achieves the fastest actual inference
speed (121.1 video/s) on both single-sample and batch setting.

Table 2. Comparisons of practical inference speed with state-of-the-art methods on
ActivityNet.

Method mAP (% ) FLOPs (G)
Throughput(bs=1)

(videos/s)
Throughput(bs=32)

(videos/s)

AdaFocus [2] 75.0 26.6 5.5 73.8
FrameExit [1] 76.1 26.1 9.8 -

Ours 76.5 26.1 17.7 121.1

C Additional Ablation Study

In this section, more ablation experiments are conducted to supplement the
main paper. ResNet-101 is utilized for the recognition network as the same as
in ablation studies of the main paper.

C.1 Ablation of class-specific classifier

We show the illustrative examples of the combinations of the attention struc-
ture and the class-specific classifier under the situation of 200 class and 1280
feature dimensions in Figure 1. “CA + CA” represents the class-agnostic atten-
tion structure (with 1 query) combined with the class-agnostic classifier (with a
single FC). “CS + CA”, i.e. our TSQNet, the class-specific attention structure
(with C queries) combined with the class-agnostic classifier (with a single FC).
“CS + CS” represents the class-specific attention structure (with C queries)
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Fig. 1. Illustrative examples of three combinations between the attention structure and
the classifier of TSQNet, i.e. “CS+CA”, “CA+CA” and “CS+CS”.

combined with class-agnostic classifier (with C FCs). It is interesting that the
performance of “CS+CA” (68.3) is much lower than that of “CA+CA” (73.3),
which seems like a more naive baseline than “CS+CA”. When using the class-
specific attention structure to obtain feature with shape of 200 × 1280, the FC
classifier (200 × 1280) must have a one-to-one correspondence with each class,
i.e., “CS+CS” (74.3), to achieve good results. If using one 1 × 1280 FC, i.e.,
“CS+CA”, to process all classes with the same parameters, discrimination power
are insufficient and accuracy will decrease dramatically, which will be even lower
than “CA+CA”.

C.2 Ablation study of α and β

First, we explore the appropriate values for α and β, i.e., the ratios of Lt�v and
Lv�t in Table 3 and Table 4, respectively. We first fix α = 0 to find the best β.
As shown in Table 3, as β increases, the performance of both TQM and TSQNet
rises up to a maximum at β = 0.6 and then falls down. The performance of
VQM remains unchanged, which demonstrates Lt�v mainly benefit TQM in in-
teractions. Then we fix β = 0.6 to explore the impacts of α. As presented in
Table ??, the performance shows similar trend and the best results of TQM,
VQM and TSQNet are achieved when α and β both equal to 0.6, which implies
Lv�t benefits both TQM and VQM in interactions. After β = 0.6, the perfor-
mance of VQM breaks down, for prohibitively large β hinders the convergence
of the VQM.

C.3 Detailed Ablation study for transformer decoder structures

We further ablate the structure of the standard transformer decoder, viz., self-
attention, number of layers and heads. Typical transformer decoder contains
a self-attention layer on the top of query matrix and multiple cross-attention
layers with multi-head structure. In TSQNet, we use a quite brief version of
transformer decoder, containing a single-head cross-attention layer without self-
attention layers, to realize TSQ layer. Next we discuss the effectiveness of this
design.
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Table 3. Ablation study of β when fixing
α = 0.

β TSQNet TQM VQM

0.0 74.9 72.0 74.6
0.2 74.9 72.3 74.6
0.4 75.0 72.5 74.6
0.6 75.1 72.7 74.6
0.8 74.8 72.6 74.6
1.0 74.7 72.6 74.6

Table 4. Ablation study of α when fixing
β = 0.6.

α TSQNet TQM VQM

0.0 75.1 72.7 74.6

0.2 75.0 72.8 74.6

0.4 75.1 72.8 74.7

0.6 75.3 73.1 74.8

0.8 71.2 72.5 67.5

Impact of Self-attention layer. On one hand, self-attention layer on queries
make each TSQ embedding interact with each other, which may cause the class-
specific information to mix with each other and deviates the class-specific nature
of TSQ embeddings. On the other hand, self-attention layers bring in extra
computation complexity of O(C2) , where C is the number of categories. As
shown in Table 5, adding self-attention layer presents lower performance, which
demonstrates that modelling relations between TSQ embeddings of categories
can not produce better saliency measuring results.

Table 5. Ablation study of the usage
of self-attention.

Methods mAP (%)

w/ self-atten 74.2

w/o self-atten 74.4

Table 6. Ablation study of Trans-
former Decoder layers and heads.

Methods mAP (%)

1 layer 8 head 73.7
2 layer 1 head 73.6
1 layer 1 head 74.4

Number of layers and heads. In TSQNet, the number of cross-attention lay-
ers and heads are both one. We present ablation experiments of more layers with
more heads in Table 6. It is shown that both the increase of number of layers and
heads make the mAP drop. For multiple cross-attention layers, the performance
drop may attribute to lower discrepancy between queries in intermediate layers,
which makes attention weights lack discrimination power between categories.
For multi-head structure, the worse results may result from attention dimension
splitting operation when calculating the similarity between query matrix and key
matrix, which produces separate local similarities for multiple groups in feature
dimension rather than the holistic similarity of the feature dimension.

D Additional Qualitative Analysis

Figure 2 and Figure 3 show more qualitative results of TSQNet on ActivityNet
and FCVID. For each dataset, we selected six examples, first three of which
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belongs to the same category and the last three belongs to different categories.
In Figure 2, we can see that our approach samples significantly more salient
frames than the uniform baseline. Similar in Figure 3, uniform baseline selects
many irrelevant frames, whereas our method selects more theme-related frames.

E Additional Visualization of TSQ Embeddings

In this section, we provide the complete t-SNE visualization for TSQ embeddings
of both the VQM and TQM on ActivityNet to supplement the local zooms
visualization in Section 4.5 of the main paper. Specifically, we visualize the start
and end states of training for the two modules in two different initialization
fashions, i.e., random and proposed initialization, respectively. For VQM, we
compare the random initialization with the visual common appearance feature
initialization. For TQM, we compare the random initialization with the class
name Bert embedding feature initialization.
TSQ embeddings of TQM. Figure 4 shows the visualization of TSQ em-
beddings of TQM with class name Bert embedding feature initialization before
training. Figure 5 shows the visualization of TSQ embeddings of TQM with class
name Bert embedding feature initialization after training. Figure 6 shows the
visualization of TSQ embeddings of TQM with random initialization before
training. Figure 7 shows the visualization of TSQ embeddings of TQM with
random initialization after training.
TSQ embeddings of VQM. Figure 8 shows the visualization of TSQ embed-
dings of VQM with common appearance feature initialization before training.
Figure 9 shows the visualization of TSQ embeddings of VQM with common
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Fig. 3. Qualitative Analysis on FCVID.

appearance feature initialization after training. Figure 10 shows the visualiza-
tion of TSQ embeddings of VQM with random initialization before training.
Figure 11 shows the visualization of TSQ embeddings of VQM with random
initialization after training.



Temporal Saliency Query Network for Efficient Video Recognition 7

10 5 0 5 10

15

10

5

0

5

10

15

20

Applying sunscreen

Archery

Arm wrestling

Assembling bicycle

BMX

Baking cookies

Ballet Bathing dog

Baton twirling
Beach soccer

Beer pong

Belly dance

Blow-drying hair

Blowing leaves

Braiding hair

Breakdancing

Brushing hairBrushing teeth

Building sandcastles

Bullfighting

Bungee jumping

Calf roping

Camel ride

Canoeing

Capoeira

Carving jack-o-lanterns

Changing car wheel

Cheerleading

Chopping wood

Clean and jerk

Cleaning shoes

Cleaning sink
Cleaning windows

Clipping cat claws

Cricket

Croquet

Cumbia

Curling

Cutting the grass

Decorating the Christmas tree

Disc dog

Discus throw

Dodgeball
Doing a powerbomb

Doing crunches

Doing fencing

Doing karate

Doing kickboxing

Doing motocross

Doing nails

Doing step aerobics

Drinking beerDrinking coffee

Drum corps

Elliptical trainer

Fixing bicycle

Fixing the roof

Fun sliding down

Futsal

Gargling mouthwash
Getting a haircutGetting a piercingGetting a tattoo

Grooming dogGrooming horse

Hammer throw

Hand car wash

Hand washing clothes

Hanging wallpaper

Having an ice cream

High jump

Hitting a pinata

Hopscotch

Horseback riding

Hula hoop

Hurling

Ice fishing

Installing carpet

Ironing clothes

Javelin throw

Kayaking

Kite flying

Kneeling

Knitting

Laying tile

Layup drill in basketball

Long jump

Longboarding

Making a cake

Making a lemonade

Making a sandwich
Making an omelette

Mixing drinks
Mooping floor

Mowing the lawn

Paintball

Painting

Painting fencePainting furniture

Peeling potatoes

Ping-pong

Plastering

Plataform diving

Playing accordion

Playing badminton

Playing bagpipes
Playing beach volleyball

Playing blackjack

Playing congas

Playing drums

Playing field hockey

Playing flauta

Playing guitarra

Playing harmonica

Playing ice hockey

Playing kickball

Playing lacrosse

Playing piano

Playing polo

Playing pool

Playing racquetball

Playing rubik cube

Playing saxophone

Playing squash

Playing ten pins

Playing violin

Playing water polo

Pole vault

Polishing forniture

Polishing shoes

Powerbocking

Preparing pasta
Preparing salad

Putting in contact lenses

Putting on makeupPutting on shoes

Rafting

Raking leaves

Removing curlers

Removing ice from car

Riding bumper cars

River tubing

Rock climbing

Rock-paper-scissors

Rollerblading

Roof shingle removal

Rope skipping

Running a marathon

Sailing

Scuba diving

Sharpening knives
ShavingShaving legs

Shot put

Shoveling snow

Shuffleboard
Skateboarding

Skiing

Slacklining

Smoking a cigarette

Smoking hookah

Snatch

Snow tubing

Snowboarding

Spinning

Spread mulch

Springboard diving

Starting a campfire

Sumo

Surfing

Swimming

Swinging at the playground

Table soccer

Tai chi

Tango

Tennis serve with ball bouncing

Throwing darts

Trimming branches or hedges

Triple jump

Tug of war

Tumbling

Using parallel bars

Using the balance beam

Using the monkey barUsing the pommel horse
Using the rowing machine

Using uneven bars

Vacuuming floor

Volleyball

Wakeboarding

Walking the dog
Washing dishes

Washing face
Washing hands

Waterskiing

Waxing skis
Welding

Windsurfing

Wrapping presents

Zumba

Fig. 4. TSQ embeddings of TQM with class name Bert initialization before training.
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Fig. 5. TSQ embeddings of TQM with class name Bert initialization after training.
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Fig. 6. TSQ embeddings of TQM with random initialization before training.
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Fig. 7. TSQ embeddings of TQM with random initialization after training.
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Fig. 8. TSQ embeddings of VQM with appearance initialization before training.
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Fig. 9. TSQ embeddings of VQM with common appearance initialization after training.
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Fig. 10. TSQ embeddings of VQM with random initialization before training.
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Fig. 11. TSQ embeddings of VQM with random initialization after training.
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